THE MEDICAL DEPARTMENT
Particularly appreciated is the surgical work of these institutions: it has completely won the confidence of the people. A Pasteur Institute at Kasauli, in the Himalayas, has during the last ten years earned the gratitude of 3,296 Europeans and 8,099 Indians who have been in danger of hydrophobia. Other similar Institutes are to be established, and indeed in India, where the abundance of jackals preserves hydrophobia from extirpation, wide facilities are needed for the cure of this disease. As a prophylactic against fever quinine is offered for sale at all post offices at less than its cost price. But, although the spread of malaria by mosquitos was discovered by an officer of the Indian Medical Service, India is one of the most backward of countries in putting this discovery to practical purposes. To limit the reproduction of an insect that can breed in any roadside puddle, throughout a country which is water-logged during four months of the year, may seem so gigantic a task as to be hopeless. Here and there attempts have been made : but it may be regretted that they have not been pushed more determinedly. Fever denies India a chance of being industrious, and its extirpation would be amongst the greatest benefits that could be hoped for by the country,
The charge of hospitals and dispensaries and of urgent measures to combat plague and cholera, the control at vaccination, and the general direction of sanitary improve* ments are the business of the Indian Medical Department, This was originally the medical branch of the Indian Army; its officers are still liable to transfer from civil to military duties or vice vtrsd, and those in civil employ still bear military titles. From military duty medical officers were at first detailed for the charge of important civil hospitals, or the medical care of Government officials at district headquarter stations, and gradually these practical duties have been expanded by the addition of